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general practitioner is frequently brought into contact with cases 
of insanity in the very commencement of the attack, and is called 
upon to combat the insomnia and morbid restlessness over which 
the remedies usually prescribed exert but little influence. It is 
possible that very serious consequences might be averted if, in con¬ 
nection with generous feeding, sleep and relaxation of motor 
energy could be induced. The nervous perturbation present in 
cases of morphia habit, of intemperance, or mania-a-potu, and of 
delirium occurring in the course of a certain physical maladies, 
would suggest the possible usefulness of this drug. The writer 
recalls a case of delirium closely simulating mania-a-potu, from 
rapid abstraction of morphia, in which the hypodermic use of pure 
hyoscyamine, in doses of one-sixtieth of a grain, produced the hap¬ 
piest effect. We have found the use of hyoscine hydrobromate, in 
doses of one one hundred and twentieth of a grain, very useful 
in the insomnia following alcoholism. 

“ So far as our investigations have proceeded, we have found hy¬ 
oscine to be a valuable therapeutic agent, and it continues to be 
in daily use in the medical service of this hospital. It seems prob¬ 
able that, after thorough trial and investigation, its range of ap¬ 
plicability will be extended and it will recommend itself to the 
profession as one of the most valuable discoveries of modern 
chemistry.” 

The effects of hyoscyamine and hyoscine hydrobromate as ob¬ 
served by Dr. Wetherill are substantially in accord with those 
noted by the medical officers of the Auburn asylum, where the 
drugs are not a little used for the relief of insomnia, motor ex¬ 
citement, etc. Another effect of these remedies, however, has oc¬ 
casionally been noticed at Auburn, mention of which the reporter 
does not recall having seen, namely, visual hallucinations, sup¬ 
posed to be due to influence of the drug upon the sight centres. 
In the reporter’s experience also, in a certain proportion of cases, 
these drugs have utterly failed to produce a hypnotic effect—the 
hysocine in doses as high as ^ gr., and the hyoscyamine, -jV to £ 
er. Carlos F. MacDonald. 


Cure of an Hysterical Contracture by Hypnotic Sug¬ 
gestion (Archives de Neurologic, September, 1886). 

In this article, Voisin describes a case of hysterical contracture 
cured by him by hypnotic suggestion. The patient was an igno¬ 
rant peasant, and there was no possibility of deception. She was 
40 years old, and for two years had had nervous crises with retro¬ 
sternal sensation of globus, constriction of the oesophagus, reten¬ 
tion of urine, and other manifest hysterical symptoms. After one 
of these attacks, she became paralyzed in her right arm six 
months before she was seen by Voisin. Several days after the 
attack, a fresh one followed, which produced the contracture of 
the right hand, and this had persisted. Patient was intelligent, 
memory good, speech clear ; had had no troubles before these at- 
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tacks. The right arm that had the contracture gave every appear¬ 
ance of a cerebral paralysis of long standing. It was absolutely 
inert, and incapable of the slightest movement; the forearm was 
drawn into a state of semi-flexion, and all the fingers were forcibly 
flexed. The nails were buried in the palms, and these were hol¬ 
lowed with ulcerations, which exhaled a fetid odor ; the phalan¬ 
geal articulations were tumefied and painful. All attempts at ex¬ 
tension caused sharp pains, and seemed to increase the contraction. 
Sensibility of all kinds preserved ; there was no muscular atrophy. 
The other members, trunk, and face, presented nothing abnormal, 
neither paralysis nor anaesthesia. Excepting the absolute lack of 
power in the right arm, the patient was well and appeared in good 
condition. From these facts, Voisin concluded that he was deal¬ 
ing with an hysterical contracture, and decided to try hypnotic 
suggestion. Patient was thrown into a hypnotic sleep by fixation 
of the eyes after twenty minutes ; the sleep was complete with 
analgesia and complete flaccidity of all the members. He then 
commanded her in a loud voice to extend the little finger of the 
right hand ; this she did with some difficulty and with a manifes¬ 
tation of pain. Then she was ordered to open the ring finger. 
She did this, too, but the difficulty and the pain were still greater, 
and the suggestion had to be very energetic. The other two fin¬ 
gers were easily opened. The extension was then almost com¬ 
plete, although evidently interfered with by the swelling of the 
joints, but she could move her five fingers with rapidly increasing 
facility, and every trace of contracture had disappeared. The 
nails were exceedingly long and foul, the palms ulcerated and 
bloody by reason of prolonged pressure and maceration of the 
epidermis. The arm and forearm were still immovable. She was 
ordered to move them, being assured that she could do so ; she 
succeeded, at first with pain, but soon the right arm moved as 
freely as the left. In April, four months after the cure, Voisin 
learned that since his hypnotization she had used both hands 
freely in her household duties and in working in the fields. The 
retention of urine, which he did not have time to attend to, still 
continued (he had seen her while travelling in a distant part of 
the country). He thinks that this retention would have disap¬ 
peared if he had made the proper suggestion. 

Wili.iam Noyes. 


Castration in Nervous Disease. 

The American journal of the Medical Sciences for October, 
1886, contains a symposium, in which Sir T. Spencer Wells, Alfred 
Hegar, and Robert Battey are the feasters. The matter of discus¬ 
sion is castration in mental and nervous diseases. Sir Spencer 
opens for the opposition with a most interesting account of the 
operation, but ends in what sounds like a thundering condemna¬ 
tion of the operation. In certain forms of uterine disease, he re¬ 
gards the operation as advisable, but for the cure of nervous dis- 



